The Yarn Retreat 2021
Novotel Barossa Valley

Jessica Gore (The Sweater Collective)
Hi, my name is Jess! I’ve been a knitter for as long
as I can remember, and the designer behind The
Sweater Collective since 2015. I am inspired by
nature, geometry, texture, colour, line work and,
of course, wool.
I love to create classic patterns with special design
touches, and that will become staples in your
wardrobe for years to come.
My teaching journey began back in 2016, when I
uploaded my first ever knitting tutorial to
Youtube. Since then, The Sweater Collective
channel has continued to grow, with an ethos to
support knitters of all skill levels and also to simply
celebrate the incredibly fun and diverse ways we can
approach our knitting!
In the last couple of years, I’ve also had the honour of teaching students in person at my
local yarn store, and at yarn events around South Australia. I’m passionate about sharing
my love of handcrafts, and there’s no greater joy than helping students to find their “a -ha!”
moment with a new stitch or technique!

Jessica will be teaching 4 workshops during the retreat, full details can be found in following
pages.
Workshop 1 (Friday morning): Seamless Patchwork Knitting
Workshop 2 (Friday afternoon): Brioche Basics
Workshop 3 (Saturday): My First Sweater
Workshop 4 (Sunday): Brioche Basics
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Shelley Husband (Spincushions)
Hello! I’m Shelley. I’m an Australian crochet designer
and crochet teacher living on the south west coast of
Victoria with my hubby in a tiny dot of a town by the
ocean. My three kids have left the nest and are
spreading their own crafty and arty wings out in the
world.
I have crafted most of my life, trying “all of the crafts”
over the years. These days, I spend most of my time
with a crochet hook in hand. Having discovered a
natural knack for crochet about seven years ago after
a break of a few decades, I haven’t looked back,
creating hundreds of Granny Square patterns. I love
nothing more than designing new patterns aiming to
extend my and your crochet skills, gently challenging and encouraging you to create
timeless, classic pieces sure to be admired and appreciated.
Seamless crochet is a real passion for me and I have many tips and tricks to make your
crochet look the best it possibly can, using techn iques I have combined and tweaked over
the years. When not designing crochet, you can find me teaching crochet in workshops
around Victoria and beyond.

Shelley will be teaching 4 workshops during the retreat, full details can be found in following
pages.
Workshop 1 (Friday morning):

How to make a circle to square and read a pattern and chart

Workshop 2 (Friday afternoon): Granny Square Flair Fun
Workshop 3 (Saturday):

2021 Book Fun

Workshop 4 (Sunday):

2021 Book Fun
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Deanne Ramsay (Addydae Designs)
My mum taught me how to crochet when I was about 10 years old.
At the time, it was a fleeting interest that didn’t last much beyond a
granny-square blanket for one of my dolls. It wasn’t until the birth of
my niece about 20 years later that I rediscovered my love for
crochet. And wow, did I make up for lost time! It was like a creative
flame that I didn’t even know existed had been ignited and began a
burning passion for everything crochet.
It wasn’t long before I decided to take the leap into designing and
writing my own patterns. Addydae Designs came to be and I have
been happily publishing my own designs since 2010. You will rarely
find me without a crochet hook in my hand – just ask my family! But
if you do, I’ll likely be enjoying one of the many mountain biking trails
around Canberra, where I live.
My goal is to bring crochet out of the shadow of it’s knitted cousin to
share its place in the world of contemporary handmade.
I like to pair traditional crochet with modern construction techniques to create designs with a
sophisticated edge. And the great thing is that contemporary doesn’t mean it needs to be complicated.
My design aesthetic extends beyond the appearance of the finished object and takes into consideration
the enjoyment of the process as well. In short, I want you to enjoy what you’re making, while you are
making it, not just once you have a finished product.
My crochet designs are virtually, if not completely seamless, and most are easily customised for the
perfect fit. I love using a variety of fibres and combining colours to create beautiful, practical and
interesting pieces. Despite starting out with crochet designs for little girls, Addydae Designs has
expanded to include blankets, shawls, socks, accessories and garments for adults. And with my evergrowing library of designs, you’ll never be short of inspiration for your next project!

Deanne will be teaching 4 workshops during the retreat, full details can be found in following
pages.
Workshop 1 (Friday morning):

Briochet (Crochet Brioche)

Workshop 2 (Friday afternoon):

Shawl Shapes

Workshop 3 (Saturday):

Crochet Socks from the Toe Up

Workshop 4 (Sunday):

Filet Crochet
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Prudence Raymond (DearPru_)
I am an educator, knitwear designer and sewist. I love empowering others with skills to
become handmade slow fashionistas.
Knitting is an ancient practice with enduring value for
contemporary practitioners. It offers an opportunity to
reconnect with the process of making, to slow down and be
more mindful about how clothes are made, and in doing so,
increase our empathy and advocacy for those for whom
garment production is paid employment, not a pastime. It is
an opportunity to infuse a garment or gift with love and
memories: the laughter of a knitting circle, a favourite
audiobook or album on a road trip or quiet time by a loved
one’s bedside. For me, it is my daily mindfulness practice, an
act of craftivism, a chance to celebrate and challenge my
creativity, an opportunity to connect with past, present and
future knitters.
I learnt to knit on a rainy night after school as a five year old, sitting up at the kitchen table while the lamb
stew simmered on the stove behind us. The neighbour who was babysitting me must have thought it a
good way to keep me occupied while we waited for dinner to be ready. It still is. My grandma was the
real reason I kept knitting. She taught me how to read the patterns in the English Women’s Weekly
magazines she would pass to my sisters and I each time we visited for Sunday roast. While we drank tea
and ate her vanilla cake with lemon icing and walnuts, she would unravel the mysteries of the patterns.
These days I still love to drink tea, eat cake and knit. I also love to teach others to knit, interpret patterns
and create unique hand knitted garments and accessories. As a qualified teacher, I ran a lunchtime
knitting club with my students. Four years ago I designed and taught my first beanie and tea cosy
workshop for adults: this became my popular Ambition Beanie class. I have since designed and taught
many other classes for beginner and novice knitters at Yarn Trader and Bowerbird Design Market. Some
of my classes have also become patterns that I have published on Ravelry.
When I’m not knitting, I enjoy cycling, gardening, reading, drinking gin and sewing. I am married to a
lovely man who is a grateful recipient of many pairs of handmade knitted socks. I look forward to the day
when my nieces and nephews can sit still long enough to let me teach them to knit.
Pru will be teaching 4 workshops during the retreat, full details can be found in following
pages.
Workshop 1 (Friday morning):

Mosaic Cushion

Workshop 2 (Friday afternoon):

Fair Isle Mitts

Workshop 3 (Saturday):

Slip, Float and Wrap

Workshop 4 (Sunday):

Slip, Float and Wrap
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Terrii Lanham (Terrii Designs)
Hello, my name is Terrii and I am a create-aholic from way back!
I‘m happiest when sitting enjoying beautiful yarn slip through my fingers
as it is being worked into an item filled with love - especially if I'm with
friends and a good cuppa!
My first experience with crochet and knitting was at a very young age,
about five or six and I’ve crafted for as long as I can remember. It’s an
intrinsic part of who I am. I had three incredible mentors who
encouraged and shaped me. My Mum who was taught by her Mum, but
never learnt to read patterns. My grandma's best friend Bakie and in my
treasured possessions is the crochet booklet we used to work from. Bakie taught me how to read
patterns and work efficiently, holding the yarn and work so that stitches were easy to create and tension
was even. Finally, Mrs Lamont, who was a volunteer at school and ran the group activity for those of us
who were chosen and I am so grateful for her encouragement of all my pursuits at the time.
After school I studied Fashion Design at TAFE in Townsville gaining my qualifications in dressmaking,
patternmaking and cutting. My early working life revolved around Bespoke dressmaking and I have had
the pleasure of working on many beautiful wedding gowns and formal dresses in silks, velvets and even a
glomesh gown. I have been happily married for 23 years and we have four beautiful children, who are
growing into amazing young adults.
I have played with loads of styles of knitting and crochet over the years and inevitably end up putting my
own spin on patterns. I usually change something for fit or final finish to suit my style and this is probably
why I love designing so much! It did not take long to realise that crocheting, creating and designing was
my passion.
My initial foray into the world of publishing patterns began in 2018 as
part of the Crochet Hook Up's project “365 Days of Crochet Flowers”
with a huge group of crochet designers on Instagram. First steps taken,
I’m now venturing into publishing my own crochet garment patterns.
I love sharing my skills with others as my mentors shared with me. I love
to see how much joy people have when they have finished a project, big
or small, and they can say that they made it themselves.
Terrii will be teaching 2 workshops during the retreat and will be available for Tech Support
(crochet) anytime, full details can be found in following pages.
Workshop 2 (Friday Morning):

Tunisian Crochet Basics

Workshop 3 (Saturday):

Mandala Meditation
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Barry ‘Baz’ Seeley (Beanie Baz)
Baz asked his Mum to teach him to knit aged 18. After completing numerous sweaters and other projects
over a number of years, he put knitting aside to chase other interests.
Baz returned to knitting after a hiatus of a few years intending to *only* knit beanies, hence his Ravelry
name of BeanieBaz. However, the knitting bug bit hard and Baz has branched out with knitted lace,
shawls, brioche & more beanies!
Having discovered his Local Yarn Store, Baz has continued to develop his skills & knowledge, whilst
occasionally helping out behind the counter at Yarn Trader. Baz was the face behind the camera during
Yarn Trader Zoom linkups during covid and it is a pleasure to have him teaching at The Yarn Retreat.
Baz will be teaching 2 workshops during the retreat and will be available for Tech Support
(knitting) anytime, full details can be found in following pages.

Workshop 2 (Friday afternoon):

Helix Knitting

Workshop 3 (Saturday):

Socks from Tubes
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Workshop 1: Friday 3 September – 9am to 12pm
Seamless Patchwork Knitting with Jessica Gore
Patchwork isn’t just for sewists – we can have so much fun playing with
the tessellation of colours and shapes in our knitting too! And not only is
patchwork knitting wonderful for using up odds and ends of yarn, but
there are also sneaky techniques we can incorporate to make the
process completely seamless!
Come along to this class and open up a plethora of possibilities for where
you can take patchwork in your own knitting. To practise seamless
techniques we will be making a small chevron sampler together in class
(that can handily be used as a bookmark, coaster or mug rug), and will
discuss:
– How to use up scraps of yarn in patchwork knitting
– How to place colour, and other yarn options
– How to minimise, or even completely eliminate, the need to weave in ends on your sampler!
– Size modification options for your sampler
– Finishing and embellishment options
– Construction and shape options for your future patchwork knitting, with a teacher show-and-tell
Skill Level/Assumed Knowledge: Intermediate - can cast on and bind off, knit, purl, work basic increases,
decreases, slip stitches, and work both flat and in the round.

How to make a circle to square and read a pattern and chart with Shelley
Husband (Crochet)
Using her Granny Square Academy book, Shelley will teach you
how to read a crochet pattern and chart to make a circle to square
granny square. You’ll learn new crochet stitches, what all those
abbreviations and symbols mean, seamless tricks and much more.
You’ll leave the workshop with all the resources you need to learn
about making granny squares.

Skill level: Beginner
Skill Required: Can crochet a traditional granny square
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Briochet with Deanne Ramsay (Crochet)
Just like it’s knitted cousin, crochet brioche creates a double layer of fabric with contrasting stripes that
differ from one side of the fabric to the other.
In this workshop, we will begin by discussing effective colour combinations and how to work in spiralled
rounds to achieve perfectly seamless and continuous stripes. Then together we will make a cute cup
cosy using briochet. Once you have mastered the basic technique, you will
learn how to create shaping using simple increases and decreases. You will
be amazed at how easy (yet impressive!) this technique is.
Skill Level:

Confident Crocheter

Skills Required:

Can work front post stitches

Mosaic Cushion with Pru Raymond (Knitting)
Learn how to inject colour into your knitting projects without the fuss of
floats with mosaic knitting. This simple, rhythmic colour work technique,
developed by Barbara G Walker in the 60s, has been brought back into
the spotlight by designers such as Stephen West.
In this workshop, you will learn to read and design mosaic charts and knit
a funky bichrome cushion cover in chunky wool yarn.
Skill Level/Assumed Knowledge: Basic knitting skills – knit, purl, cast on and off

Learn Tunisian Crochet with Terrii Lanham
This workshop is for beginners to Tunisian Crochet and int his class you will get a
taste of Tunisian basics while working on a project – a very useful mug cosy.
Stitches include basic Tunisian stitch, increasing and decreasing. Tunisian is a really
lovely combination of crochet and knitting.
The Mug Cosy is fabulous for any large mug, constructed in a Log Cabin Style and
is achievable in an afternoon. Once you have the basics mastered, there is many
Tunisian projects available on Ravelry and other places. Once your mug cosy is complete, you may like to
go on and make a dish cloth as both patterns will be provided in class.

Skill Level/Assumed Knowledge: A basic understanding of crochet is helpful but not essential as is a basic
knowledge of knitting.
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Workshop 2: Friday 3 September – 1.30pm to 4.30pm
Brioche Basics with Jessica Gore (Knitting)
Have you ever felt mystified by brioche patterning?
Wondered how those stretchy columns of vertical colour
are constructed? Unlock the secrets of a fantastic stitch
with this fun and interactive class!
Students will receive a complimentary copy of a new
brioche shawl pattern from The Sweater Collective, which
we will work through together in class (details TBD). We
will be covering:
1.
2.
3.
4.

How to knit 1 colour brioche, flat and in the round
How to knit 2 colour brioche, flat and in the round
How to measure your gauge in brioche
Troubleshooting issues and fixing mistakes

Skill Level/Assumed Knowledge: Intermediate - can cast on and bind off, knit, purl, work basic increases /
decreases, work yarn overs, slip stitches, and work flat.

Granny Square Flair Fun with Shelley (Crochet)
Using patterns from Shelley’s Granny Square Flair book, she will teach you to make 2-3 patterns.
As you go, she will teach you seamless tricks and little hints how to make your crochet look fabulous.
This class is the perfect follow on from the morning
session.
Skill level: Intermediate
Skill Required: Can crochet and read a pattern/chart
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Shawl Shapes with Deanne Ramsay (Crochet)
Ever wanted to graduate from crocheting straight
scarves or basic triangle shawls? It’s easy!
This workshop explores a variety of shawl shapes
and how they are created using simple shaping
techniques.
Shapes included in the workshop are: Side-to-Side
Triangle; Asymmetrical Triangle; Semi-Circle;
Shallow Crescent; and Shallow Crescent (using
short-rows.)
After discussing each shape, attendees choose a
shape to try and begin a sample that has the
potential of becoming a full sized project.

Skill level: Beginner to Intermediate level crocheter
Skill Required: Can work sc, hdc and dc stitches (US terminology)

Fair Isle Mitts with Pru Raymond (Knitting)
This workshop is designed to teach the basics of stranded colour work knitting, also known as Fair Isle.
In making a pair of fingerless mitts in a brand new design for
retreat, we will decode charts and build up skills and confidence
in adding colour, as well as strategies for approaching more
challenging colour work projects.
Skill Level/Assumed Knowledge: Basic knitting skills – knit, purl,
cast on and off
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Helix Knitting with Baz
Have you always wondered about Helix Knitting…..What is it? Where
can I use it? What are the benefits?

Sample Only – not workshop project

Helix Knitting can be utilised whenever you are knitting in the round. A
helix is literally a spiral. By employing Helix Knitting during a round
project (Sweater, Beanie etc) you can reduce colour pooling and create
effects that are impossible without this technique. Learn how to avoid
“steps” when changing colours in successive rounds. Come and learn
more about Helix Knitting than you thought you needed to know!

In this class you will knit a beanie using 12 ply wool and helix
knitting and you should be able to complete the beanie in class or
soon after.
Skill Level/Assumed Knowledge: Basic knitting skills – knit, cast on,
circular knitting (either magic loop or dpn)
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Workshop 3: Saturday 4 September – 9am to 3pm
My First Sweater with Jessica (Knitting)
Making your own sweater is one of the most satisfying
accomplishments in knitting, but you may be feeling
overwhelmed at the prospect of tackling your very first
garment project. Or maybe you have made a sweater
before, but it turned out nothing like you had hoped or
planned. Regardless, this class is for you!

We will give you the confidence to make garments that fit beautifully and are fun to make
along the way.
We will be knitting a mini cardigan together in class to practise all the skills needed for sweater making,
and will discuss:
- Bottom up, drop shoulder sweater constructions
- Picking the best size for you
- Swatching for success
- Shoulder shaping - short rows vs. stair-step bind offs
- Joining shoulders – seamed vs. seamless bind offs
- Picking up and knitting stitches
- Knitting sleeves top down and in the round
Skill Level / Assumed Knowledge: Intermediate (can cast on and bind off, knit, purl, work basic increases /
decreases, and work both flat and in the round)

2021 Book Fun with Shelley (Crochet)
Using Shelley’s new book that will be released in July 2021, she will guide you through
the making of 1 or 2 patterns from the book. As we go, she will teach you all her seamless
tricks and little hints how to make your crochet look fabulous.
The squares in this book will range from 6” to 21”. You will be
working on a 9” and a 12” pattern.
Skill level: Intermediate
Skill Required: Can crochet and read a pattern/chart
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Crochet Socks from the Toe Up with Deanne Ramsay
In this class you will learn how to:
* Create a toe box
* Make adjustments to allow for the slant of crochet
stitches worked in the round
* Shape a gusset
* Create a heel turn and heel flap
* Tricks for shaping the leg and allowing for a high instep
At the end of the workshop you will have created a mini sock using all the above techniques so that you
can leave with the confidence needed to create the perfect fitting pair of crochet socks for yourself at
home using the bonus pattern provided by Deanne.
Skill level: Intermediate
Skill Required: Confident crocheter familiar with working in the round and basic crochet stitches (sc, hdc,
dc - US terminology)

Slip, Float and Wrap with Pru Raymond (Knitting)
This full day knitting workshop invites exploration into popular
colourwork techniques while constructing an original shawl design.
Featuring panels of slipped stitches and stranded colourwork in two
colours. This shawl project will prompt discussion around interpreting
and designing colourwork charts for mosaic and stranded knitting,
selecting colourways and finishing techniques.

Skill Level/Assumed Knowledge: Basic knitting skills – knit, purl, cast on and off
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Create a Mandala with Terrii Designs (Crochet)
A mandala is a spiritual and ritual symbol in Asian cultures. It can
be understood in two different ways: externally as a visual
representation of the universe or internally as a guide for several
practices that take place in many Asian traditions, including
meditation.
In this workshop you will crochet a Mandala which has been
designed with the Barossa Valley in mind, to be a “souvenir” of
the weekend. You will be able to take a little piece of the universe
home with you as a reminder of the peacefulness of retreat and
beauty of the Barossa Valley.

Sample only – not workshop
project

The Mandala will be worked into a ring to make mounting on the
wall easy and incorporates a variety of stitches. You may like to
choose one colour, create a multicolour mandala or even use a gradient yarn.workshop project.
Skill Level/Assumed Knowledge: Knowledge of basic crochet essential.

Tube Socks – the easy way to knit socks!
Knitting socks can be fun, thrilling, and very fulfilling. However, the apparent lack of progress as the foot
or leg part develops so s l o w l y can be frustrating at times. There is an easy solution: knit the fun parts
of the socks only using a pre-knitted tube for the rest! In this class you will be supplied with a ‘sock tube’
which has been pre-knitted on a circular sock machine and we will knit the cuff, heel and toes into the
tube. This is a fabulous way to complete a pair of socks in not time and particularly wonderful if all your
family want socks for Christmas.
You should complete at least one sock in the class if not both and there will be additional sock tubes
available for purchase at retreat.
Skill Level / Assumed Knowledge: Circular knitting (magic loop or dpn), basic increase and decrease.
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Workshop 4: Sunday 5 September – 9am to 3pm
Brioche Basics with Jessica Gore (Knitting)
Have you ever felt mystified by brioche patterning?
Wondered how those stretchy columns of vertical colour
are constructed? Unlock the secrets of a fantastic stitch
with this fun and interactive class!
Students will receive a complimentary copy of a new
brioche shawl pattern from The Sweater Collective, which
we will work through together in class (details TBD). We
will be covering:
5.
6.
7.
8.

How to knit 1 colour brioche, flat
How to knit 2 colour brioche, flat
How to measure your gauge in brioche
Troubleshooting issues and fixing mistakes

Skill Level/Assumed Knowledge: Intermediate - can cast on and bind off, knit, purl, work basic increases /
decreases, work yarn overs, slip stitches, and work flat.
As this class is longer, you will ample opportunity to get additional help with brioche or your project.

2021 Book Fun with Shelley (Crochet)
Using Shelley’s new book that will be released in July 2021, she will guide you through
the making of 1 or 2 patterns from the book. As we go, she will teach you all her seamless
tricks and little hints how to make your crochet look fabulous.
The squares in this book will range from 6” to 21”. You will be
doing a 9” and a 12” pattern.
Skill level: Intermediate
Skill Required: Can crochet and read a pattern/chart
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Learn the art of chart reading and begin creating pictures in your crochet with
filet crochet with Deanne Ramsay.
Filet crochet uses solid and open meshes in a grid form to
create beautiful patterns that can be applied to just
about anything from coasters to curtains!
In this workshop you will learn the basics of the filet
crochet technique, how to follow a crochet chart, and
how to create your own filet crochet masterpiece by
using a grid.
Skill Level: Adventurous Beginner
Skill Required: Can crochet dc stitches and work in rows
(us terminology)

Slip, Float and Wrap with Pru Raymond (Knitting)
This full day knitting workshop invites exploration into popular
colourwork techniques while constructing an original shawl design
created just for The Yarn Retreat Barossa Valley.
Featuring panels of slipped stitches and stranded colourwork, this
shawl project will prompt discussion around interpreting and
designing colourwork charts for mosaic and stranded knitting,
selecting colourways and finishing techniques.

Skill Level/Assumed Knowledge: Basic knitting skills – knit, purl, cast on and off

